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DEAR COLLEAGUES,

I am very pleased to introduce to you the

University of Maryland School of Social

Work PhD candidates. These scholars are

incredibly passionate about social justice

research. They are also resilient, having

completed their doctoral work in the

midst of a global pandemic. Their

dedication to promote diversity, equity,

and inclusion is essential for our field. 

The PhD Program at the University of

Maryland School of Social Work provides

rigorous training in research design and

methods. Students complete coursework

in both qualitative and quantitative

methodology as well as intervention

research. A formal course in social work

teaching is also offered, with

opportunities to serve as a Teaching

Assistant or to teach independently

within our BSW or MSW program. Our

students are well-equipped to make a

positive impact on the profession

through their research, teaching, and

service.

Bethany Lee, PhD MSW

Director of the PhD Program

 

I encourage you to explore this booklet and

become acquainted with these scholars to

learn more about their accomplishments

and what they could offer to your program.

Feel free to reach out to them directly or

contact the PhD program if we can help

facilitate a connection. 

Thanks for your interest in the PhD

program at the University of Maryland! 

mailto:phd@ssw.umaryland.edu


EDUCATION BACKGROUND  
She completed her MSW at the University of South

Carolina in 2013. She also has an MEd in Cross-

Categorical Special Education from the University

of Phoenix in 2011. In addition, she has a BA in

Social Welfare from Chung-Ang University and a BS

in Physics from DanKook University in South

Korea.  

 

SIGNIFICANT ACCOMPLISHMENTS  
During the PhD program, she has co-authored

seven manuscripts in peer-reviewed journals,

including the Gerontologist, Journal of the American

Medical Directors Association, and Journal of Death

and Dying. In addition, she has presented 12

posters and papers at national conferences,

including GSA and SSWR. She also has worked on

quantitative methods research studies with Dr.

Lehning and qualitative research studies with Dr.

Kusmaul. Her dissertation explores the moving

factors which make older adults move from their

current residence and the effect of moving factors

on the mental health of older adults through

moving. She is currently completing her

dissertation research with support from the

Dissertation Grant from the University of

Maryland, School of Social Work.  

JI HYANG CHEON
Ji Hyang Cheon, MSW, is a doctoral candidate interested in modifiable
environmental and social factors impacting older adults' physical and
mental health to improve their quality of life. She is expected to
defend her dissertation by Spring 2023.  

TEACHING INTERESTS AND EXPERIENCE 
Ji Hyang Cheon is well-equipped for teaching in the

classroom and online. She completed coursework in

pedagogy at the University of Maryland School of Social

Work and trained at the Faculty Center for Teaching and

Learning (FCTL). She served as a Teaching Assistant for

Social Work Research by Dr. Hodorowicz and for

Introduction to Social Work by Dr. Kusmaul. Also, she

was awarded a Graduate Teaching Assistantship from

the FCTL at the University of Maryland, Baltimore. In

addition, she taught a Social Work Research course

independently. She is eager to teach foundation social

work classes and courses on research methods in the

context of social work practice. 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION  
She has acted as a reviewer for the Journal of Death and

Dying. She uses SPSS, Mplus, SAS, STATA, and the NVivo

program.  

CONTACT
Jihyang.cheon@ssw.umaryland.edu

https://bit.ly/3rQymc3

mailto:Jihyang.cheon@ssw.umaryland.edu


EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND 
He received his BA in Spanish and French from the

University of Iowa in 2009, and his MSW from the

University of Iowa in 2013. 

 

SIGNIFICANT ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
During Todd’s time in the PhD program so far, he

has coauthored nine manuscripts in peer-reviewed

journals, such as Death Studies, Journal of Pain and

Symptom Management, and OMEGA—Journal of

Death and Dying. In 2019, he was admitted into the

Association for Gerontology Education in Social

Work’s Pre-Dissertation Fellows Program, awarded

to 10 applicants each cycle. Since then, he has

conducted Spanish-language survey interviews in

Puerto Rico and has gained experience working on

large grants (UPLIFT-AD [Project No.

1R01AG066922-01]) with his faculty advisor and

dissertation chair, Dr. Cagle. His primary-data

dissertation research received funding from the

University of Maryland School of Social Work. He

has presented research at a variety of national and

international conferences. 

TEACHING INTERESTS AND EXPERIENCE 
Todd has served as the teaching assistant for

classes on death and dying at the University of

Iowa taught by Sara Sanders, PhD, MSW, and for

classes on international social work at the

University of Maryland taught by Lucy Steinitz,

PhD. In addition to teaching seminars on loss for

Lifespan of Greater Rochester (in conjunction with

St. John Fisher College), he has taught various

levels of research methods as part of Boise State

University’s MSW Online Program. He has guest 

TODD BECKER
Todd Becker, LMSW is a doctoral candidate interested in medical aid
in dying. He is expected to defend his dissertation by Summer 2023. 

lectured on aging and death at the University of South

Carolina and on death at the University of Maryland. He

has completed coursework on andragogy, and is eager

to teach classes on death, aging, and research methods. 

 

PRACTICE INTERESTS AND EXPERTISE 
Todd was a social worker at the University of Iowa

Hospitals & Clinics for 2 years prior to the PhD program.

His areas of practice included inpatient upper abdominal

transplant, inpatient cardiology, and outpatient clinics.

These experiences shaped an awareness of how death

informs the ways in which people engage with health

systems. He is eager to mentor students who will work in

health- and end-of-life-related fields. 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Todd has reviewed for OMEGA—Journal of Death and

Dying and Social Work in Health Care. He is proficient in

Stata, IBM SPSS Statistics, and NVivo. He is a novice in

Mplus, R, and Dedoose. 

 

CONTACT 
Email: todd.becker@ssw.umaryland.edu 

Linktree: https://www.linktr.ee/becker_td 

mailto:todd.becker@ssw.umaryland.edu
mailto:todd.becker@ssw.umaryland.edu
https://www.linktr.ee/becker_td
https://www.linktr.ee/becker_td


EDUCATION BACKGROUND  
She completed her MSW at the University of

Pennsylvania in 2013. She also received a BA in

religion (philosophy minor) from Gettysburg

College in 2006.  

 

SIGNIFICANT ACCOMPLISHMENTS  
During the PhD program, she has co-authored six

manuscripts in peer-reviewed journals, including

Criminal Justice & Behavior, Ethics & Social Welfare,

and Journal of Evidence-Based Social Work, and co-

authored several reports. She has two additional

manuscripts under review. She has conducted

research funded by the Maryland Judiciary and the

National Institute of Justice.

She is currently the Inaugural Doctoral Fellow for

the Community Justice and Equity (CJAE) Initiative

at the University of Maryland, Baltimore and a

Research Associate at the University of Michigan’s

School of Social Work. Nancy Franke’s mixed-

method social network analysis dissertation, “The

Role of Relationships for Adults Who Served Long

Prison Sentences That Began in Childhood,”

represents her strong partnership with the

Campaign for the Fair Sentencing for Youth (a

national organization advocating for the end of

extreme sentences for children) and her

dedication to people returning from incarceration.

She has completed data collection for her

dissertation: 46 interviews and over 70

quantitative surveys. Nancy received the Grand

Challenges for Social Work Dissertation Grant for

$4,000. She has presented her research

at multiple national conferences (SSWR, CSWE,

ASC, Law & Society) as well as to community

NANCY DIGBY FRANKE 
Nancy Digby Franke, MSW is a doctoral candidate interested in
criminal legal systems. She is expected to defend her dissertation by
May 2023. 

groups. Nancy Franke also co-authored publications

prior to entering the PhD program. 

TEACHING INTERESTS AND EXPERIENCE 
Nancy Franke has been well-equipped for

independent teaching both in the classroom and

online. She is an Adjunct Professor for Social Work

Practice with Individuals (hybrid), and was a Teaching

Assistant for Social Policy & Social Change (online)

taught by Professor Joan Davitt. She has delivered

guest lectures about criminal justice and international

social work in MSW practice courses. Nancy has

taught Spanish, sexual education, and GED classes

outside of the university setting.  

PRACTICE INTERESTS AND EXPERIENCE 
Nancy Franke was a social worker for five years prior

to the PhD program, acting as Director of the

University of Pennsylvania’s Goldring Reentry

Initiative, a program that supported about 100 people

pre- and post-release from the Philadelphia

Department of Prisons while training 15 MSW interns

annually. This practice experience informs her

research questions, understanding of policy, and

approach with research participants. Through this

work, Nancy built strong connections with people and

organizations in and around criminal legal systems.

She is the co-chair of the Grand Challenges for Social

Work’s Promoting Smart Decarceration (PSD) working

group on Reentry, active in PSD’s Policing working

group, and co-lead of the University of Maryland

Baltimore’s Qualitative Research Interest Group.  

CONTACT
Nancy.Franke@ssw.umaryland.edu 

https://bit.ly/3RTHNTI

mailto:Nancy.Franke@ssw.umaryland.edu
mailto:Nancy.Franke@ssw.umaryland.edu
https://bit.ly/3RTHNTI


EDUCATION BACKGROUND  
She completed her MSW at University of Maryland,

Baltimore in 2011. She completed her BS in

Criminology and Family Science in 2009 at the

University of Maryland, College Park.

 

SIGNIFICANT ACCOMPLISHMENTS  
Shawna has co-authored a manuscript in the

Journal of Social Practice in the Addictions and

authored an article in Psychotherapy Networker

magazine entitled, "Decolonizing Mental Health:

The Healing Power of Community". Her

dissertation work on oral histories as a site of

inquiry around the healing ways of African

American women during the civil rights movement

represents her longstanding commitment to

centering the voice of the community while

creating new knowledge for social change. 

In 2021, Shawna was featured in the PBS film,

Mysteries of Mental Illness: Decolonizing Mental

Health, and has presented at countless

organizations and conferences as both a workshop

facilitator and keynote. She was a CSWE Minority

Fellow from 2019-2022. 

TEACHING INTERESTS AND EXPERIENCE 

Shawna Murray-Browne is well-equipped for

independent teaching both in the classroom and

online.

SHAWNA MURRAY-
BROWNE 
Shawna Murray-Browne, MSW, LCSW-C is a doctoral candidate interested in
decolonial and anti-oppressive frameworks in social work education and
practice. She is expected to defend her dissertation by Summer 2023.  

She completed coursework in pedagogy at the University

of Maryland School of Social Work. During her time in

the PhD program, she designed and executed a 16-hour

training entitled, Decolonizing Therapy for Black Folk, for

mental health professionals using virtual platforms.

Through this tool, she has trained over 500 practitioners

across the country through her organization. She has

delivered over 15 guest lectures about anti-colonial

social work practice to BSW, MSW, and PhD students at

numerous universities. Shawna has also consulted

academic departments in social work and clinical

psychology in their effort to implement decolonial

theory and praxis learning for their budding mental

health providers and researchers.  

PRACTICE INTERESTS AND EXPERIENCE 
Shawna Murray-Browne is an integrative

psychotherapist and social worker who worked in

private practice, residential treatment, child welfare, and

grassroots organizing for over 10 years. In 2018,

Shawna’s community initiative was awarded over $85K

to implement her intergenerational, mind-body-based

curriculum for 4th and 5th-grade girls, in partnership

with a local public school. She is eager to mentor

students in what it means to engage the African

American community in a way that honors their culture

and supports their self-determination.  

 

CONTACT
shawna.murray-browne@ssw.umaryland.edu

https://bit.ly/3eqYhE7

www.shawnamurraybrowne.com

mailto:shawna.murray-browne@ssw.umaryland.edu
http://www.shawnamurraybrowne.com/


EDUCATION BACKGROUND  
She completed her MSSW at the University of

Texas at Austin School of Social Work in 2002. She

also completed her BA (equivalent to BSW) in

Social Welfare at Chung-Ang University in Seoul,

Korea.

 

SIGNIFICANT ACCOMPLISHMENTS  
During the PhD program, she has published three

manuscripts in peer-reviewed journals, and two

manuscripts are under review. She has been

participating in the IRIS (Innovations in Recovery

Through Infrastructure Support) project, which

was funded by the National Institute for Drug

Abuse (NIDA) to develop and disseminate effective

opioid recovery support strategies through strong

community-academic partnerships (PI: Dr. George

Unick). 

Her dissertation studies the landscape of Recovery

Support Services (RSS) implementation in

Maryland and would like to see the health

outcomes of individuals with opioid use disorder

(OUD) by jurisdiction based on RSS funding level.

In 2022, she received funding from the University

of Maryland School of Social Work for the

combination of primary and secondary data

dissertation research. 

She has extensive experience in gathering and

analyzing primary data for both quantitative and

qualitative studies. She has presented her

research at multiple national and local

conferences.

EUNSONG PARK
Eunsong Park, MSW, is a PhD candidate interested in medication and health
outcomes for individuals with opioid use disorder (OUD), the role of health
insurance, Medicaid expansion, and recovery support services. She is expected to
defend her dissertation by May 2023.

PRACTICE EXPERIENCE
Eunsong worked as a social worker for older adults,

individuals with mental health, intellectual disabilities,

and low income, prior to her PhD. She had experience

determining individual benefits eligibility for

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, Medicaid,

and Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program at the

State office. 

TEACHING INTERESTS AND EXPERIENCE 
Eunsong completed coursework in pedagogy at the

University of Maryland School of Social Work. She served

as a Teaching Assistant for two graduate-level courses

(Social Work Research and Mental Health and Social

Policy). 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
She is proficient in using STATA, SPSS, and NVivo

programs and developing surveys with the Qualtrics

platform. 

CONTACT 
eunsong.park@ssw.umaryland.edu

https://bit.ly/3CxT0mn

mailto:eunsong.park@ssw.umaryland.edu


EDUCATION BACKGROUND  
Lujie earned his MSW from Nanjing University in

2016. He also holds a LLB in social work from

Nanchang University in 2014. 

 

SIGNIFICANT ACCOMPLISHMENTS  
During the PhD program, Lujie has sole-authored

two manuscripts in peer-reviewed journals,

International Journal of Social Welfare and Social

Work Education. One of his latest manuscripts on

the measurement of American welfare attitudes is

currently under review.

 

Lujie has been working on research studies funded

by National Institute on Drug Abuse with his

mentor, Dr. Jay Unick, since 2021. He has also

collaborated with Dr. Terry Shaw on projects

funded by Maryland Department of Human

Services. His dissertation work, entitled

“Contemporary Public Attitudes Towards

Government Responsibility for Social Welfare in

the United States: Measurement and Inferences”,

represents his longstanding work in advancing our

understanding of Americans’ welfare attitudes. He

has delivered multiple paper presentations and a

workshop at various national conventions.

LUJIE PENG
Lujie Peng, MSW, is a doctoral candidate interested in the
conceptualization, measurement, and longitudinal changes of Americans’
welfare attitudes and comparative social policy and welfare state politics.
He is expected to defend his dissertation by Spring 2023.

TEACHING INTERESTS AND EXPERIENCE 
Lujie Peng has been well-equipped for independent

teaching both in the classroom and online. He

completed coursework in andragogy both at the

University of Maryland School of Social Work and

through the Faculty Center for Teaching and Learning.

He served as a Graduate Teaching Assistant for Social

Work Research taught by Dr. Lisa Berlin. He has also

taught Social Welfare and Social Policy independently for

MSW students virtually in Spring 2022. He is eager to

teach foundation, policy, and research courses as well as

courses on statistics, psychometrics, data science, social

issues, and international social work.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Lujie’s methodological expertise highlights latent

variable modeling, structural equation modeling,

multilevel and longitudinal modeling, causal inference,

and Bayesian statistics. He uses Stata, SAS, R, and Mplus

in his research. He is also a LaTeX and Python user and

proficient in Qualtrics and REDCap. Lujie is currently a

reviewer for multiple flagship journals across social

work, social welfare, social policy, political science, and

sociology. Lujie is a Standing Committee Member of the

Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Committee of the

University of Maryland School of Social Work.

 

CONTACT 
lujie.peng@ssw.umaryland.edu 

https://bit.ly/3RZ2c8M

mailto:lujie.peng@ssw.umaryland.edu
mailto:lujie.peng@ssw.umaryland.edu
https://bit.ly/3RZ2c8M


EDUCATION BACKGROUND  
Danielle completed her MSW at University of Hawai’i

at Mānoa, Thompson School of Social Work and

Public Health in 2017. She obtained a BS in

Psychology with a minor in Spanish from the

University of Georgia, Franklin College of Arts and

Sciences in 2007. 

 

SIGNIFICANT ACCOMPLISHMENTS  
Danielle was awarded the Dean’s Teaching Award in

Fall 2021 for independent teaching in the MSW

program. She received the 2022 Susan J. Zuravin PhD

Scholarship for her research in child welfare and with

TGD youth and young adults. Danielle was selected

for the 2020 – 2022 cohort of the International

Student Training Network (ISTN) through the

International Partnership for Queer Youth Resilience

(INQYR). Danielle has co-authored six papers in peer-

reviewed journals, including Journal of Child and

Family Studies, Qualitative Health Research, and

Children and Youth Services Review.  

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 
Currently, Danielle is a graduate research assistant

with Dr. Jodi Frey for two grants funded by the

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)

and the Maryland Department of Health. Since 2016,

under the mentorship of Dr. Elizabeth Aparicio,

Danielle has been a research assistant with the

Community THRIVES Lab at the University of

Maryland’s School of Public Health, focusing on

adolescent sexual health, teen pregnancy, and

DANIELLE R. PHILLIPS

Danielle R. Phillips, MSW, LSW, is a doctoral candidate interested in improving
health equity among transgender and gender diverse (TGD) young and emerging
adults using intersectional and strengths-based approaches to policy analysis and
intervention development. Danielle is expected to defend her dissertation by
Summer 2023.  

parenting. In 2020, Danielle joined Dr. Jessica Fish’s

Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity (SOGI) Health Lab

as a research assistant for the LGBTQ Health Programs

Project. Danielle has developed skills in mixed

methodologies, advanced qualitative methodologies (e.g.,

Photovoice as Participatory Action Research), and analysis

(e.g., Template Analysis and Interpretative

Phenomenological Analysis). 

TEACHING INTERESTS AND EXPERIENCE 
Danielle has been well-equipped for independent

teaching in the classroom and online. She co-developed

and co-taught Social Work with Formerly Incarcerated

Individuals: Social Work’s Grand Challenge of Smart

Decarceration with Dr. Caroline Long. Danielle

independently taught Social Work Practice with

Individuals, a foundation course for MSW students.  

PRACTICE INTERESTS AND EXPERIENCE
Danielle has over eight years of social work practice

experience working with TGD young adults, Native

Hawaiian youth experiencing homelessness, and

individuals who are currently or were formerly

incarcerated. Prior to her PhD, Danielle worked as

a Licensed Social Worker (LSW) in Hawai'i, where she is

still actively licensed. She served as the Director of Social

Services at Hale Makua Health Services and worked as a

Substance Abuse Counselor at the only federally qualified

health center on the island of Maui.  

 

CONTACT 
danielle.phillips@ssw.umaryland.edu 

Google Scholar Profile: bit.ly/3SbDN0w

(SHE/HER) 

mailto:danielle.phillips@ssw.umaryland.edu
mailto:danielle.phillips@ssw.umaryland.edu
https://bit.ly/3xur6pr

