‘The task of the social worker jf

I\/Iaryland_ schools create programs that alter S

By .C‘ase'&/ BOVer, 'Coritrlbuting' Wri‘tér

f the task weie in your | hands how would yeu
promote justice for the matgmahzed home-.
less in Maryland? Mayhbe, it coitld start. w1th ar
simple change in perspective, . T 0
s . How would you prowde educatmnal
‘opportumtles to mjhtary members and their fami-
: hes who are stationed in Hurope?: - -« .
-~ And if you. could, how would you deal niore -
effectlveiy with society’s complex financial issues. -
while srmultaneously impreving | financial capabil-
1ty an- the commuinity, level? - . ..
Socxetys yulnerable. pnpulatmns are “any,
and the challenges ahead.- are: comphcated and ‘-
can at times feel overwhehmng -But colleges and
-universities ‘in Matyland are up for the task, In an -
effort. te' reach out to' some of ‘society’s vulner-
able populanons, McDanjel College, - Salisbury
Umversny and ‘the University - -of - Matyland, .5
Baltimore. are’ passmnaiely puisning secial work . -
intiatives that :support: ofhers. through educatmn'-, ' - e : R L :
and dction, - Sahsbury Unwermty is « busy p10v1d1ng educa- : In addmon to the UMUC and SU ntti
- Payl Flederique,astudent of ‘the class of 2015, ", tional programs. to all branches of active military . tzve i -Gerinaily, -the Umversuy of Maryland -
is-an exercise science major at MeDamel College and theit’ dependents that are btat:loned in Burope, - Baltlmore s Social Work Department began
located i Westminster, Md, “This past January e Deborah Mathews, Ph.D,, is_professor and -~ a financial trainifig program i 2008 “that’ Hag
- “term, & friend.enrolled Fim in & unique class chan of SU’ Socjal ka Department, In‘an " becoine internationally recogmwed known ag'the'
which, Fredenque expected would. merely satisfy~ “interview, she. talks about ‘a partheship Thitiated . Financial Social Work Initiative (FSWT). - :
a gladuauon ftequirement. ‘Little, did he know, the - by the Univefsity of Marytand, University Co]lege';' " “There is- nothmg like. FSWI jn_any other
class would' ehange hig- pefspectwes aind fuel that works. toward providing continaing. eduea- . ~s¢hools of - social. work in the. nation,” states "
. within him aclesnre to becoitic more educated and  tion in the- Semal work. field for the Kalserslautem Jodi.' Jacobson Frey, Ph.D., chair of .the FSWI‘ o
o educate others about socletallssues, partlculally NIlhtﬂly Commumty in Germany Tl ancl steenng commitiee member. Frey closely :
: ‘homeleSSness. Frederigue’s revolutionary experi- . = This. pm'tne1shlp is in response 10a; mquest * collaborates’ with Chnstme Callahan, Ph, D., W
ence, taught by associate professor ofsocial work; - for- pmposals from ‘the Depaltment of Defeiss..- develop reséarch plQ]BCtS, identify oppoxtumt:es g
Jim Kunz, PhD was a course entntled "‘The (DoD) Accmdmg 10 Mathews, ““The: ‘Dol - for resealch funding and fo maintain and g

R o —dosard =- bl R e L et ciara . annial_wadrare. remaas . the BESWT netwiorle Their_tndividoasT dAnvestmantd . __ L.

; Joftn Dean, 'contrlbutmg Photqdraph




_ the steering commiltice of the FSWiat the

g -

- Anove:Left to feht: Jod! Jacobson Frey
- 'Ph.D., LCSW-G, assoclate professor, chalr of -
‘the employes assistance program sul-special-

lzatioh; chair of the FSWY, Christine Callahan,
PA.D., LCSW-C, leadl research specialist, clinical,

. Elnancial Soclal Work initlative, and Salty A - .

Hageman, doctoral stuclent, at a meeting of

Unfvemty of Mary!ana' Ba!timore {
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According to Fredeuqua, the class i about.-_

‘fmdmg the TRUE meaning of homelesaness, Not

just “the’ person who dees not Have a home and is -

lwmg on the street” stereotypical homelessness.”

Het comments about the ‘faces behind honteless- ..

ness, the causes, stereotypes, and even examining
statistics atidl laws, It was a'course, he states, that
is about “putting lifé in perspeetive.” .,

‘The' course offered Frederigue ‘and his’ c]ass-

‘mates several opportunities, to expand their edu-

cation beyond the limits of the classroom." He
specifically recalls a- tip to. Baltimore where

his class, . along with hundreds of othets from

various schools participated in the Tnjustice Walk

' Fredenque tefers to the walk as a “tour” that he o
says,

‘exposes the reality - of homelessness in
downtown Baltimore,” -, .
Fredesique had the pnvﬂcge of seeing dif-

ferent shelters and heglth services that provide

for this populanon, while guides who had expe-

rienced these realities first hand, offered histori-
_cal explanations ‘of different parts of downtown
Baltimore . and its landmarks, and how those
-places are significant to the homeless commumity.
In addition, Frederique was invited by Kunz o'

testify in Annapohs based oni his prlmai y-accounts

: duung t_he course in an effort to pass a bill that hé
says, “... helps people in.ovr communities pain
a better count of hoffieless youth.” He took pait -

in a survey called the “Point in ‘Time Sutvey in
Carroll County,” coring to the conctusion that the

 survey was not as effective as it could be because
. it was not designed to count the homeéléss youth,

_“I now, because of this course, have gained a

" Detier awareness of injustices in my surroundings
“and give them more attention. I used to pay no
‘mind to people experiencing homelessness on.the
street because T used to think some put themselves |
- reality of deployments.”-
. In seeking to meet the educational needs .
of -those with military connections, Mathews -

in that situation. an I realize that T can never

* assime what someone has gone through or what-

they are going through,” Frederique concludes.
‘As McDaniel imotivates its-students to action

- -by offering perspectwe-altermg ediicational

opportumtles the Social Work Depm'tment of

frpm their- commitment to:provide. Yesources for

tho‘:e in the mifitary and their famifies.” “ think -

[thls] is impreéssive,” she states, “given the coun:

fry’s recent mcn:ased sensitivity 1o tha needs of‘ '

vetérans.”
Currently, SU’s Socml Work Department is
located at four safellite. sites statewide, begin-

Maryland ngher Education Center in California,
Mad., in 2013,

‘“I‘he concept of developlng a safellite pro-
gram,” she  states, ©
that not all potential students ‘can leave their

" ning in 2006 when the Department expanded
to include satellite programis at Cecil College,
‘the Hastern -Shore- Higher - Education Center |
' at Chesapeake College, the Umversny System
"of Maryland at Hagerstown and the Southern

‘erew from the “realization

home gommbnities to participate in a traditional,’
on-campus academ:c expenence, mcludmg the

“military.

SU’s mission is to prowde oppotiumnities for

the military and their dependents to stidy social

work while being stationed in Gennany A mix

worker providing divect practice, Mathewa tiotes

from- her experiénce that- those experiencing . _
- offers skills-based training, This course is vnique

a. military. life encounter all of life’s problems
tike anyone else, howevér, those sitaations may

then in jeapardy of losing their currént Military
Occupational Specialty @VIOS) or bccause of the

believes that the support and resources. available

to provide that support must be “more sophisticat-

'ed,” an effort she sees being, made on thE:}I behalf. :

“of students enrolled after the program’s launch '

‘this past March 2014, including students who e

* currently i the militaty, some who are retired.

“military operating as ejvilians with the military

~and‘a few are spouses of military members. '
As a social wotk . edncator, ot a_social

'become,amphﬁ_ed due to -separation from their
“extended families, because they are 1iving' in
 foreigh countries, because seekmg help can put -

-in the work of the FSWT are grounded in desire§,

_to-affect positive change on a broad scale: through ;

‘research and practice. ©

. 'The FSWI strongly strives toward pohcy-;
advocacy -and direct placnce 0 empower. mch—
viduals and communities to. take- control of and
“invest in their own personal development. Their
work supports various commumhity partrefs who
create. anid promote. effective financial prograrns,
‘and - safe. financial products that, accmdmg to

Frey, “support financial independence’ and thé . -

ability to create and build wealth to eventually
lielp families move out of poverty and sustam
greater economic stability,” - . .
Int preparing social workers and other hurnan
services professionals 1o tacklc the task of build-

. ing financial well-being oni an 111d1v1dua1 and
- community level, UNMPB’s FSWI steering commit-

tee has also (Ielved into, continuing professmnal
education (CPE), open [1s! anyone mtexested in -
financial social work;
. One such CPE course, is “F1nanc1al Stabﬂlty‘

for Individuals, Families and Communities,” which
is comnutted to teaching students about social and
economic, justice. and téaches the . nnportanoe of
- finaneial stability on both the macro (pohcy) and
micro (clinical) fevels of social work,

‘In addition, the. Social Work Departrnont
offers a CPE course” entitled,
and rTechmques to Enhance Financial Stability,”
whzch is_inttoduced in the -previous .course and -

because it teaches its- participants how to address
clients’ complex 'financia}~ ploblems Clients .
whom, Frey notes “might be in .vulnerable posi-
tions to be taken advanlage of by: predatory conn-

' ‘panies online,”

Social work outreach is a\)challengmg field,
‘but the passions and efforts frem schiools ke .
MecDaniel, SU and UMB create valuable and last-
ing impacts in our evetyday lives, communities
and abroad: Please view this edition’s sidebar for
~ ways you can make a defclence Jjust as you are :
- -today. « e
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